
Summer Reading List 2019: 9th Literature and Composition (Honors) 

 

For it is a curious characteristic of our unformed species that we live and model 

 our lives through acts of make-believe.  

- Joseph Campbell 

 

A Rationale for Summer Reading 

• To generate interest and pleasure that enriches literary and philosophical experience 

• To prepare for thoughtful discussion and writing beginning the first day of class 

• To encourage a lifelong love of reading 

• To use time not available during the school year to read classics that expand cultural literacy 
 

Required Texts  

• Murder in the Cathedral    T. S. Eliot                     ISBN-13: 978-0156632775 
T. S. Eliot dramatizes the confrontation between Archbishop Thomas Beckett and Henry II. While doing so he gives 
his readers occasion to ponder the church and state, power and the abuse of power, as well as temptation and 

martyrdom. 

 

• The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson      ISBN-13: 978-0486266886  
In this novel, set in Victorian England, Stevenson uses the framework of a mysterious thriller to explore the problem 
of evil and man’s dualistic nature.  

 

• Till We Have Faces     C. S. Lewis                     ISBN-13: 978-0156904360 
C. S. Lewis retells the myth of Cupid and Psyche in an attempt to illustrate and understand the various types of loves 

he addressed in his non-fiction work The Four Loves. 

 
 

General Instruction 

1. Annotation of books is strongly encouraged; margin notes, highlighting, and summaries are 

valuable. 

2. When reading Murder in the Cathedral, pay close attention to all stage directions, commentary, 

and italicized sections. 

3. Students should bring all summer reading books the first day of class. 

4. All writing assignments are due the first day of class. 

5. Students will test over the works on the first day of class. Essays, seminars, and journals will 

focus on summer reading during the first few weeks of class. 

 

Specific Writing Instructions 
Write two thesis statements each for The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Murder in the Cathedral, 

and Till We Have Faces. 
 

 

 

Please remember the BA English Department policy: Do not consult internet novel guides,  

any other electronic or printed summaries, or movies; read the texts themselves. 


