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Winterim Information 
 

Purpose and Goals 
Winterim is designed to challenge students to expand their knowledge beyond present 
experiences and to encourage a love of learning. This is accomplished by a small group of 
students working closely with a faculty member in various non-traditional experiential courses. 
Winterim provides opportunities to fulfill the school’s mission through exploration in academics, 
arts, outdoors, and athletics. Enrichment opportunities are also offered through cultural 
exchanges, community service, and internships. The goals of Winterim include: 

• To expand the student’s worldview and knowledge through exposure to new ideas, new 
cultures, and/or new skills. 

• To deepen relationships among students and faculty by working together in small groups. 
• To model a love of learning through faculty involvement with students. 
• To eliminate the misconception that learning only occurs in a classroom environment 

and, thus, developing lifelong learners. 
• To reinforce ideas or concepts taught in the classroom in a different environment. 

 
Rules and Regulations 

• All students in grades 9-12 must participate in a Winterim course. Any student who 
does not register for an out-of-state/country trip will register for a Winterim course in 
September. 

• The dates of Winterim are January 6-8, 2020. Winterim days are considered 
academic days in our school calendar. The BA attendance policy applies during 
Winterim; this includes the policy for parent request and college visit days.  Each 
unexcused absence from a Winterim program will result in an automatic Saturday 
detention.  

• Once a student has been placed in a course, changes may not be made. Therefore, it is 
imperative that the student and parent discuss cost options for Winterim courses. Please 
do not sign up for a course if all course requirements, including costs, cannot be met.   

• Individual Winterim courses will not be allowed; such courses do not meet the goal of 
small group interaction. All students should choose a Winterim course from the courses 
provided. A student choosing an alternative program will have to use his/her parent 
request days (limited to three days per year) and one unexcused absence to cover the 
three days of Winterim. 

• Only students in grades 10-12 may travel out of state.  Students in grade 9 should select a 
local or in-state course.  

• No one may participate in a course in which he/she has participated in any previous year.  
The only exceptions to this are Service Learning trips, Internships, and Choosing to 
Serve. 

• Trip rosters will be posted by the All School Assembly.  
 

Contact Information 
Questions regarding a specific Winterim course should be directed to the course 
sponsors.  Questions regarding registration should be directed to the Winterim directors, 
Bonnie Hall, Shannon Frost, and Wendy Stallings at winterim@brentwoodacademy.com.  
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Dates of Registration 

May Registration Dates: This registration is for TRIPS only. Registration for local/in-state 
courses will be held in September.  

• Registration opens for rising seniors at 6:00 AM on Thursday, May 2.  
• Registration opens for rising juniors at 6:00 AM on Monday, May 6.  
• Registration opens for rising sophomores at 6:00 AM on Wednesday, May 8.  
• The website will be closed temporarily between the hours of 9:00 PM and 6:00 AM on the 

following dates:  
o Sunday, May 5 to Monday, May 6 
o Tuesday, May 7 to Wednesday, May 8 
o No one will be able to register during these hours.  

• Registration closes for all students on Friday, May 10 at 9:00 PM. 

Course Registration Process 
Highlights 

• Read the detailed instructions before the morning of registration to ensure that you register 
correctly. 

• Students and parents should discuss the choices and register together.    
• Register for one and only one course. 
• Pay a deposit for one and only one course. 
• Registration is not complete until you have paid and pressed the submit payment button.  
• If first choice is full, may join the waitlist. You do not have to pay to join the waitlist. 
• You must complete the blanks for 2nd & 3rd choice. If it’s a local course, just write “local.” 
• You should receive a confirmation email. 
• During peak registration times, the email may take some time to arrive. 
• It is possible a course may fill up before you complete registration. Popular courses have been 

known to fill up within eight minutes. 
• Any Winterim questions should be directed to winterim@brentwoodacademy.com. These emails 

will be answered before phone calls or emails sent directly to Bonnie Hall, Shannon Frost, or 
Wendy Stallings. 

• Trip rosters will be published by the all-school assembly. It is possible that a student may be 
moved into a wait-listed course or into a second or third choice during the registration process. 
This is described in more detail in this handbook. 

 
Before you register 

1. Lack of preparation could prevent you from getting your first choice, so please read all 
directions carefully. 

2. Review the courses offered on the BA Winterim website to make an informed decision 
regarding Winterim activities. Be sure you and your parents are in agreement with your 
choice(s).  If you want to travel for Winterim, it is best to have more than one trip in mind. 
Some courses may be cancelled if the required minimum numbers of students do not enroll in 
the course.  

3. Rank each course in order of preference: first, second or third.  
4. Have a credit card available and ready to pay the required deposit. 
5. Once you begin the registration process, you only have ten minutes to complete it. If the timer 

expires before the registration process completes, the requested seat is released. The user may 
have to wait up to two hours before restarting the registration process. So be prepared.  
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Detailed instructions on how to register 
 

1. Go to the Winterim webpage at www.brentwoodacademy.com/winterim  
2. Click on “Winterim Registration”. 
3. Click the + sign next to your RISING grade level (next year’s grade). 

 
4. Type in the STUDENT first and last name and STUDENT email address, then click the green 

button to “Register Winterim Course(s).” 
 

   
5. If seats are available in your first choice course, select it by clicking the answer bubble to the 

right of the course (in the attend column) 
  

 
 

(continued on next page) 
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and then click the green “submit and continue” button.  
 

 
 

 
Move on to step 8. You should register for ONE AND ONLY ONE course. 

6. If your first choice is full, join the waitlist. Then, if your second choice is a trip, ENROLL in 
your second choice (see step 5). If your second choice is a local course, then see directions in 
step 8.   

7. Being on the waitlist is NOT considered enrollment in a course. Waitlist is managed on a first 
come, first serve basis. If a spot becomes available in a waitlisted course, then a student will be 
moved into the course and notified. 

8. Once you enroll in a course, you will have the opportunity to enter a SECOND and THIRD 
choice on the next page. It is required that you write in these options. If your second choice is a 
LOCAL/IN-STATE course (with fall registration), please write “LOCAL” in the 
blank(s). Note: You will not pay a deposit to list your second and third choices. 

9. Click the box that reads: “I understand that, while I am presently enrolled in this course, I could 
be placed in my second or third choice.”  The following are scenarios in which this could 
happen: 

a. If one’s first choice does not meet the required number of students, then the course may 
be cancelled. 

b. If Student A is registered for a course that does not meet its minimum requirements and 
is cancelled, then he will be placed in his second or third choice.  Important note: 
Enrollment is dependent on the time online registration is complete. If Student A 
registers before Student B, Student A (when moved into his second choice) could 
possibly bump Student B from the course he is presently enrolled.  Then Student B will 
be placed in his second or third choice.  

 
 
 

Must have 
ONE check 
mark 

Step 8. You 
must 
complete 
this. 

Step 9.  You 
must check 
this box. 
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10. Finally, you will go to the payment screen. Follow the directions to complete your registration. 
You will pay only for the ONE AND ONLY ONE course you are enrolled.  You will not have 
to pay for waitlists.  Be sure that click the green buttons at the end of each payment screen.  
You do not have a seat in a course until you have paid the non-refundable deposit and 
completed registration.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11. Once complete the screen should say “submission complete.”  
 

 
 
 
 

12. You should receive a confirmation email.  Make sure the course is listed on your 
confirmation email.  If the course is not listed specifically on your email, then you are NOT 
enrolled in that course. 
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WINTERIM 2020 TRIP OFFERINGS 
 
SERVICE LEARNING TRIPS 
 
China Students will fly to Beijing, China then travel via bullet train to Luoyang China to spend a few days at 
Maria’s big House of Hope where we will play with orphans, assist in pre-school class, and help out with various 
chores. Along the way students will visit local sights and tourist attractions in Luoyang, such as the Longmin 
Grottoes and the Old City. This year (new), the trip will feature another train ride to Xian, China and view the world 
famous, Terra Cotta Warriors. We will then return to Beijing where we will tour the Great Wall, take in the Beijing 
Kung Fu Show, shop at the ever-popular Pearl Market (which is super fun) and visit Tiananmen Square, where we 
will see the Forbidden City. We will also be eating the finest Chinese food in the world (it’s just better in China). 
This trip is life changing. 

• Sponsor: Mr. Jim Chapman 
• Participants: 16-20; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $2815; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Cost includes ALL flights, all in-country travel, ALL meals while in China, ALL accommodations, hotels, 

ALL activities, and ALL tourist attractions. Cost does not cover: Visa application fee of $140 and Visa 
Travel Pros fee of $95 

• Planned Trip Duration: December 29 - January 5 or December 30 - January 6 
• Must have a valid passport by August 31, 2019. Passports must not expire prior to July of 2020. 

Haiti We will partner with A Door to Hope to engage with the people of Haiti through the following: construction 
and repair of homes for displaced families, organize and teach VBS for local village children, serving the families of 
the village by distributing needed supplies and working in local orphanage. Team members will also get to 
experience a “fun day” away from serving at the beach and on a water excursion. This trip will mirror the past trips 
taken to Haiti. Past participants have coined their mission trip a “the trip of a lifetime”. You’ve heard about poverty 
and spiritual warfare around the world, but this trip will allow your eyes to be opened in ways more than just by 
hearing others' stories. This invaluable experience allows participants to get out of their comfort zones to serve 
others. 

• Sponsors: Mrs. Angie Collins, Mrs. Lisa Greene, Mr. Steve Hollis 
• Number of participants: 25; grades 11-12 
• Cost: $2265 (includes airfare, all meals and all activities); $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Departure date may be 12/31, 1/1 or 1/2. Return date will be 1/7 
• Must have a valid passport by October 1, 2019. 

PHILanthropy How much do you know about Philadelphia? You may know some of its illustrious and iconic 
history – Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, cheesesteaks, world’s largest and oldest outdoor Italian market, home of 
the fictional Rocky Balboa; the list goes on and on. BUT…did you know Philadelphia is home to CHOP – a world 
renowned children’s hospital? Did you know that cancer is the second leading cause of death among children ages 
1-14? Were you aware that only 4% of money raised for cancer research goes to pediatric cancer research? Have 
you ever known a child diagnosed with cancer? Join us as we learn more about Philadelphia, and even more about 
how we can join the fight against pediatric cancer. In addition to seeing some of the sights of Philadelphia, we will 
also visit CHOP and meet with pediatric oncologists and nurses. Let’s find ways to do our part in rewriting the 
history behind childhood cancer. How can we as a school community raise funds and direct those funds straight to 
families who need help the most? 

• Sponsor: Mr. Paul Battaglia 
• Number of participants: 10-20 ; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $815; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Monday, January 6 - Wednesday, January 8 
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OUT OF COUNTRY TRIPS 
 
Adventure in Belize Come enjoy five nights and six days exploring the beautiful, exotic Belize! We will spend 
the first three nights in the Belize rain forest followed by two nights on the beach. Possible adventures include a 
night tour of the jungle, cave tubing, climbing waterfalls inside of caves, rappelling, hiking, snorkeling, swimming 
with sharks, visiting Mayan ruins and exploring local cuisine. The cost of the trip includes transportation, lodging, 
and almost all meals in country. Students will be responsible for souvenirs, meals in airports, and anything else they 
wish to purchase. 

• Sponsors: Ms. Wendy Stallings, Mr. Steve Widmaier   
• Number of participants: 24-36; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $2415; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Wednesday, January 1 - Monday, January 6 
• Must have a valid passport by November 1, 2019. 

Argentina Family Stay Fall in love with Argentina, one of the most beautiful countries in the world! Explore 
amazing sites and beautiful vistas, made even better by the fact that January in Argentina is summertime! This trip is 
a cultural and linguistic immersion experience of epic proportions. We will kick off our 11-day adventure in 
Argentina’s world-famous capital, Buenos Aires. We will explore the La Boca (the most colorful and hip 
neighborhood in the world), Casa Rosada (the presidential palace), and la Recoleta (a famous historical area and 
cemetery), all while sampling loads of delicious Argentine cuisine. Then, we will head northwest to the beautiful 
town of Villa Carlos Paz, known for its gorgeous lakes and rolling landscape. In Villa Carlos Paz, you will 
experience an unforgettable 7-day family-stay. Immerse yourself in la vida Argentina as you share daily life with 
your Argentine family. Argentinians are known for their amazing hospitality, warmth, and incredible cooking! Our 
group will meet up regularly throughout the week for activities, including a cooking class, tango lessons, excursions 
to nearby cities, and a farewell party with our host families. Come be a part of this remarkable adventure! The 
Argentina Family Stay adventure is available to students who are actively enrolled in Spanish III or above during the 
2019-2020 school year . 

• Sponsor: Ms. Molly Martin  
• Number of participants: 6-12; grades 10-12, Spanish students in level III or above only 
• Cost: $4015; $825 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Saturday, December 28 - Tuesday, January 7 
• Must have a valid passport by November 1, 2019. 

Costa Rica Participants on the Costa Rica Winterim will learn about tides, winds, and currents in the context of 
surfing in the rustic seaside town of Tamarindo. Students will also have the opportunity to hone their Spanish 
speaking skills as they explore a nearby rain forest, hot springs, and a coffee plantation. In addition, students will 
enjoy a sunset boat ride and snorkeling. Cost covers airfare, lodging, breakfasts, surfing lessons, board rentals, 
transportation, and excursion fees.  

• Sponsors: Mr. Chandler Ganick, Mrs. Lauren Hoffman,  Ms. Laura Eldridge, and Mr. Jimmy Ker  
• Number of participants: 24-40; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $1965; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Thursday, January 2 - Tuesday, January 7 
• Must have a valid passport by November 15, 2019. 
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Iceland Adventure through the land of fire and ice, a bucket list trip. Hunt for Northern Lights. Snorkel between 
tectonic plates. Explore blue ice cave. Soak in a geothermal pool. See glaciers, waterfalls, volcanos, and black sand 
beaches. Breakfasts are included. 

• Sponsors: Mr. Tim Hickman, Mrs. Bonnie Hall 
• Number of participants: 10-30; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $3690; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Wednesday, January 1 - Tuesday, January 7 
• Must have a valid passport by November 15, 2019. 

OUT OF STATE TRIPS 

Civil Rights Tour This Winterim will include visits to three key sites in the American Civil Rights Movement. 
We will visit Birmingham, one of the nation’s most segregated cities in the 1960s and home to one of the most 
intense campaigns of the Civil Rights movements. We will visit the Civil Rights Institute, Kelly Ingram Park where 
protesters were menaced by police dogs and fire hoses, and the 16th Street Baptist Church where a racially 
motivated bombing killed four young girls. We will also visit the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, and the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis where will also enjoy some delicious soul food. 
Lastly, we will visit important sites in Nashville including Woolworth on 5th Ave where the sit-in movement 
occurred. Time will be set aside for rich discussion concerning the content and issues of racial reconciliation, and we 
will use some of the travel time between sites to interact with these issues within popular movies and music.  

• Sponsors:  Dr. Rene Rochester, Mr. Austin Groves 
• Number of participants: 10-40 ; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $255; $105 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Monday, January 6 - Wednesday, January 8 

Disney World Imagineering This Winterim will go behind the scenes of Walt Disney World, Animal 
Kingdom and Epcot. You will visit underground Disney and explore the “Imagineering” and animation skills that 
make Disney World amazing. You will go behind the scenes of Animal Kingdom and work with the veterinarians to 
treat the animals. Finally, you will discover how technology, communication and commerce have bridged cultural 
gaps as you navigate the international pavilions of Epcot.  

• Sponsors: Mrs. Dana Atkins, Mrs. Anna Kathryn Berkompas 
• Number of participants: 16-32; grades 10-12,  
• Cost: $1740; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Price includes: all breakfasts, airfare and transportation, park hopper tickets, educational programs, hotel, 

taxes and tips. 
• Planned Trip Duration: Friday, January 3 - Wednesday, January 8 

New Orleans: History of the South This course will help students expand their historical knowledge and 
experience the culture of the South through visiting New Orleans. The course will start by flying into culture rich 
New Orleans where students will visit the famous WWII museum, visit the French Quarter, dine out with some 
Cajun cuisine & even have beignets from Café Du Monde. Almost all expenses will be included (airfare, lodging, 
lunch & breakfast and tickets to historical sites). Uber rides and dinners will NOT be provided. 

• Sponsors: Mr. James Wilhoit, Mrs. Dixie Christian 
• Number of participants: 4-16 ; grades 10-12 
• Cost: $975 with 10 or more and $1150 with less than 10 students; $515 non-refundable deposit due at 

registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Monday, January 6 - Wednesday, January 8 
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San Francisco: West Coast Wonder Join us as we enjoy and explore one of the most beautiful cities in the 
world, San Francisco. This 4-day trip has been carefully designed to educate students in the richness of cultural 
diversity, the excitement and adventure of the big city and splendor found in our natural world. We will marvel at 
the majestic Pacific Ocean, climb crooked streets, escape from Alcatraz, go on a safari, hike a trail of marvelous red 
woods, all the while enjoying fine food, a little shopping and great company. 

• Sponsors: Mr. Matt Brown, Mrs. Lulu Clark, Mr. Jason Mathews, Mrs. Beth Taylor 
• Number of participants: 25-40 ; grades 10-12, 
• Cost: $1615; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Friday, January 3 - Tuesday, January 7 

Washington, D.C. - Culture in the Capital We naturally think of the White House, the U.S. Capitol, and 
the Supreme Court when we think of our nation’s capital, but not everyone is as familiar with the vibrant and diverse 
culture of the city. The theme of this trip will be “campuses, culture, and cuisine.” Students who may be interested 
in going to college or pursuing an internship in Washington will return home knowing what the area is like. 
Washington, D.C. has great universities, world class museums, arts and entertainment, and every type of dining 
imaginable. We’ll tour urban universities, such as George Washington, Howard, and Georgetown. We’ll visit the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the National Museum of African American History and Culture, both 
of which are powerful experiences, and visit other Smithsonian museums as time allows. The Washington Nationals 
and the Wizards both will be in season, so hopefully we can watch a game at the Capital One Arena. Students will 
learn how to use a subway system and local buses to get around a major city. As we go from neighborhood to 
neighborhood, we’ll see monuments and memorials, Embassy Row, Chinatown, and the National Portrait Gallery. 
We’ll attend a concert at the Kennedy Center and go ice skating at Washington Harbor, both on the banks of the 
Potomac River. We’ll enjoy Indian, Ethiopian, and Mediterranean food, including a restaurant by celebrated chef 
and humanitarian, José Andrés. Even after all this, there still will be much more to see and do in D.C. during future 
visits! 

• Sponsors: Mr. Jeff Bryant, Mrs. Jeanne Natwick, Mr. Mike Vazquez 
• Number of participants: 6-12 ; grades 10-12, 
• Cost: $1500; $515 non-refundable deposit due at registration 
• Planned Trip Duration: Friday, January 3 - Wednesday, January 8 

 
Local/In-State courses  
Registration for these courses will be in the fall. A complete list of all courses offered can be found on the Winterim 
webpage www.brentwoodacademy.com/winterim. Please look at all of your options to make an informed decision 
before registering for a trip. 
 
 
Winter Team Sports  

• Members of the boys’ basketball teams should register for a local course. 
• Members of the wrestling team should register for the Wrestling Winterim during fall registration. 
• Members of the girls’ varsity basketball team should register for the Girls Basketball Winterim during fall 

registration. 
• Members of the swim team may sign up for any course. 

 


